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SOME OF MY WORAT FRIENDS

Crosafire, at this writing, heas Just completed six
weoks at the Rivoll Theastre 1n New York, and is continuing to

run. Buslness has bsen splendid’even boff in the big city. The

-

ploture has been seen in a few resort towns on the Atlantle
sesboard. Reports from there ars incomplete but  aggregate
grosses on the firast day had the pilcture running $150 behind The
Hucksters, which is the moat boff of the pictures currently

running. This means, I gathér;“that the box office ls not as
pessimiatic about Crossfire-as some people are,

From the very beglnning Crossfire has been the victim
of 8 strong minority pesaimism. It would be easy to say that lts
source was antisemitic, which in part it was, But shlefly 1t
atemmed from sources that had genulne anxiety about the projlect ahq
thought 1t would be better left alone, Pictures should be made on:

the subjJect, the sources sald, but not Crossfire. Others among the

minority said Crosaflire should be made but it should be done
differently. St11} others: If it were done badly, 1t would cause
more antisemitism. Sti1ll others: If 1t were dona well, 1t would be
those smart Jews in HollyWwood €t work, and this, too, would not
have the effect of abating but rather increasing antisemitiam.

This 1s the pertlal, bewildering comtext of Crossfire's

Inceptioni the whole of 1t 1s monumentel.
‘The first rumbling of an antisemitiec nature came to us

when the projeot Was3firat announced. A troubled few had

" Aifficulty sasigning the right motives to the malking and to the
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makerp of Crosafire. Eddie Dmytryk wes labeled & Jew, It was

said that I was a Jew, too, m fact which I had managed to conceal
for many ysars but which now came out since I was involved in tie
projeot. Of John Pexton, who wrote the screen play, it was noted
by someons who read the sceript that he couldn't possibly have
been this brilliant about antisemitism unless he himself was an
entisemite. Plnally, it was sald categorically that the whole
bunch &t RKO involved in this project were Jews.
| We were not accoarded. the profeasional's right of
evaluating the contemporary scene or the right of feeling
compassion for ﬁur fellow men. Nor were we accorded a fundamentsl
Hollywood right of considering ourselves fairly good business men
for attempting to make a good picture with a new and vital theme.
These, incidentally, were our motives. They haven't changed. Ve
continue to 1like them. | |

Since the picture's release the original pesaimlesm has
taken some new forms but mostly the old forms remaln intact,
Naturelly, 1t was very rewarding to find mujority opinion behind
the film's ocontent, praising the feect that it was done, deploring
the fact thet it was necessary to be done. But minority opinion
hes let out & loud weil, placing its adback in the context of that
indefatigable oliche that Hollywood has not grown up.. The specifl.
stteck 1s confining itself to certain issues in the plcture.

Minority opinion attaches itself to what 1t considers e
formidable weakness in content, not quality. In most ceses the
"plcture gets a grudgingly proffered "A'" in quallty. This

minority view seems less an opinion -- even a complex opinlon --
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than it does a raaoinating and tpftuous obsourity. But despite

this, and despite its 1rrele§ance,_it'is wgil and articulately
done. It is, therefore, consid&rdbly moré dangerdﬁa.

Here it is. . '

Crossfire, the argument goea, conoarns 1tself with
"lunatic fringe" antisemitism (which it principnlly does). But,
because it deals with 1unatio rringe antiaemitiam, it separates
itself from mnjority antlaemitic practice.' Because it separates
itself from majority antiaemitic praotioe, the film 1s not about
you and me. '.;;

The argument shifts end prooeeds: The "you and me" 0

kind of -antisemitism is chiefly the social discrimination variety
the kind which keeps Jews out of a club or & hotel or a camp, '
which says the Jews_own thg_poyion_picture industry, which they
clearly do not. And,thia,ﬁyouland me" kind, it 1s argued, since
it has to do with the kind of antisemitism practiced by most
Americans, 1s the kind oﬁe ought to make a picture about.

Beoauaa Croasfire doeq_not deal with this variety of
antisemitisnm, thp.film.ia not only not about you and me but 1s d4s,
moreover, not vallid and not true.

Crossfire is not ¥alid“and not true because (1) lunatio
fringe antlisemitism either does not exist or it does.exiat but it
is not 1mportant- or (2) it is 1mportant but it just doean!t
happen as it does in Croasrire; or (3) ir 1t does happen, the

ploture's attack 1s neverthelesa too confined, it 1s not a
definitive plcture of entisemitism: therefore, it will not promotd“
understanding of antisemitism; or (4) the antisemite, Monty, in-

Crosafire, for a variety of obsocure reasons, will be considered
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the hero ~- nudlences will sympathize with him, ldentify
themselves with.him. As 8 result the picture will have the
6pposite effect of the one intendsd,

It would be atupid_to.deny the charge -~ snd 1t has
‘become a charge -- sbout the "you and me" business. It should be
freely admitted at the outset: (rossfire is not about you and me,
When work was started some two years ago, it was purposely
desighed not to be about you and mé., Its attack was limlted and
confineqd; its ator} was limited and confined, as i the.story of
almost any theatrical experience. To attempt to do a definitive
study of entisemitism in one plcture 1s a fool's errand: It is
proper materisal for pamphlets and books, But even in these medln
1t 1s doubtful if definltivensss 1s possible. Look at thé
literature which has investigated antisémitism. Find, if ycu cen,
8 one~volume definlitive analysis.

Most of the minorlty charges egainat Crosgsfire
probably dlsmiss themselves, crumbling with thelir own faulty and
insubstantial structure. But the cherge that the lunstic fringe
antisemitiam of Crossafire ia ;nvalid ond untrue is just silly
enough to be picked up by groups which engage wilfully in sntl-
semitism. For this reaséﬁ it-é%ould be answered.

Lune tic fringe antisemltism 1s important, dangerously
and terribly importent. It was important In Hitler's Reich and
in Czarist Russla, and in most of the countries of Europe at scme
time., The sccial disorimination varlety is Importsnt, too; so ia
svery minor or major prﬁctice ﬁhich goes to make up the whole

haeteful body of antisemitic practice. And anyone who attempts to




estimate which kind of antisemitism ia mosf important or which
which ahould have the moat amphaaia announces &n ingomplete
\ understanding of antiaemitiam.

Monty, the antisemite in Crossfire, exists. This very
night he 1s ronming tha streets of {ueens, N. Y., looking for a
Jew to beat up. He haa already beaten up many. He has
assoclates., They are looking to prove thelr superiority by
kicking erouand someone théy consider decidedly Ilnferior. They
want a scapegoat for their own'insecurity and maladjuétment.
They are ignorant and arganized. They hoot and howl with
fenatlc energy at the Messianic raving of QQréld L. K. Smith.
Thex are the ‘storm trooﬁers of'tomorrow. If thi; couqtry ﬁere
depressed enough to‘fall victim to & Léader, these.men would
qualify brilliantly for the chieftains of‘hmericgn Buchenwalda
and Dachsaus,. | | |

éuch a group, the native American feasclst, organized
and disciplined, is & threat to the Jaws, and to the entire
population. It 1 deﬁresaing at thislpéint in our history to
find 1t necessary to say that,

It is elso depreasing, after the experience of Crossfire,
to hear the fancles whidﬂ are Eurrently being distributed about

Gentleman's.ﬂgréement. This is ageln a minorlty opinion, as In

the case of Croasfire. And 1t is aométhing which the makers of

Gentleman'sa Agreementtwill face ond undoubtedly ansﬁer.

The lunetlc fringe oharge, of gourse, is not made

against Gentleman's Agreement{ The charge here 1s that Gentleman'e

Agresment has a aubioue devlice; that, while the book has some fine
things to say sbout antisemitiam, the point of departure 1s unsound

-
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You may have heard it. It goes llke this: Gentlemen's

Agreement has a great angle ~«- n sllck, glib and familiar angle ~-
but 1t does not truthfully correspond with experience, The
protagonist, Green, who pretends to be a Jew, 1s not. really going
through wat a Jew goes through. Thus, the picture’ will have e
sense of not ha?peniqg, or at best, heppaning in vacuum. The end
result wlll be special -~ ms special a2 the problem it possa --
and, therefore, not effective againat total antlsemitiam.

This is an interesting;éeviation from the criticlam of

Croasfire. Remember, Crossfire did not correspond with majority

antisemitic pructice? Well, Gentleman's Agreement does., But even

though Gentlemen'!s Agreement hag selected the proper kind of antli-

semitiam to ettack, lt!'s no good heocause the method of attack is
no goodl |

Discussions of anfisgﬁitism on this level are welrd and
unreal. They ere debstes in limbo. Nobody reslly cares how they
come out., But they are important, recklessly important, for they
throw of f antisemitic particles to be used and to be expanded in
the whole body of antisemitic practice.

The plain, simple fact 13 that the device of Gentleman's

Agroement 1s brilllant fﬁf*its ﬁﬁrpoae. To dssoribe sharply the

villeiny of sntisemitism, a man 1s persecuted and depraved slmply
because he says he ia a Jew, . .If it is & trick, 1t 1as & Swiftian

trick. It, furthermore, lends itself to & aavage and ruthless

exposition of antlisemitiam,
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During the preparation of Crossfire we had no notion

what the specliic effect of the pieture would be on the antisemitiq
and non-antisemitic population. There was no possible way of
gauging this axcept by making.a plcture and finding out what
happened. The full potentiel Impact of a motion pleture cannof

be completely determined by its script, nor is it possiblo to
survey sclentifiocally the effect of the final product. Antl- ;
semitlsm is sllppery end takes many foms. Alpicture cculd affeet'
one form and not another. |

We hoped the effect would be enormous. We wéren‘s a0
sanguine as to expect the pleture would, 1n one fell aswoop,
eradicate antisemitism. But we did Iknow that public dihcﬁasioh
end l;vely debate have a valusble place In & democratic soclety.
~ The air could be cleaped, The problem could be more clearly
visuslized. We hoped far this, for more clarity.

Although we relected the minority d;aturbgncé, ve
nevertheless wandered about it. We wondered, for example, if it
had reached our fellow professionels, and if not, would they have
the minority reservation without having experisnced ﬁinority e
influence.

We decided 'to-ask and to ask further what was thelr
opinion of the posd ble effect of the pleture. We hoped it would |
like ocurs. It wouldn't prove anything sclentifically, but 1t woul
deacribe an attitude-«-~whether that attitude was fovorably lnoline:
toward this project and others like it; whether that attltude
proparly stimulated wguld be the beneficlary of further attitudes
and further actlon égainst entisemitiam. We simply wanted to_kndw
the effect-~-any kind of effect-~-on profeasionals and we ocould

get this simply by asking,
£



A poll was conducted. The specific questlon of "effoct"
was nsked and one other: 1Is it possible to end antisemitism in
America? Thla latter produced samie lively results. The
que stionees freely spoke thelr minds.

Here are the answers:

Answer Number One. Number One thought the effect of
plctures dealing with antiaqmitiam would be enormous. They would
be applauded by the country as a whole, by legislators, educatuars,
churchesa, etc. He was gquite qertain that on poople of good will
who were unconsgcious of their_own entisemitic practice the effect
would be positive; l.e., in the futurs they would resist anti-
semltic impulses and be wary of antisemitic practice in others.

Ho folt the pieturea would have no effect on the practlicing anti-
semite, the seml-fasecist, who would conclude thet those plctures
were all Jewlsh inspixed.l He thought that antisemitism could be
ended in America 1f all the medla of communication lent themselves
to the project, The project would need the endless cocperation of
radio, newspapers, motion pictures, educators and school systems.
He added ruefully that although it could bes done, 1t probably
wouldn't simply becruse the medie themselves would develop
insupsrable obstacles to Ehair ever getting together. They would
not consider 1t thelr joﬁ funduﬁentally. It would belong to
sonebody else, |

Answpr Number Two., Number Two was uncertaln as to what
the effect of pictures exposing antlsemitism would be.
Undoubtedly, on some people there would be s salutory effect but
he wondered how permansnt the effeot would be, Attacking aspects

of antisemitlem in pictures would coertainly neutrslize to o great
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extent those aspects but wouldn't antlsemitism find new ways of
oxplolting iteelf? Wouldn't 1t rise in now forms? Wouldn't 1t
transfer 1taelf to other minorities, the Negroes, for example?
He hadn't really thought enough asbout it, but despite his
hositencles he folt thet the fact that plotures werc being
made was & grest stride forwerd. Ha thought antisemitism end
21l minority prejudice could be removed from the Amerlern scense
by proper educational methods but he would not attempt to guess
how long thls would toke. |

Answer Number Three. Number Three coulﬁn’t estimate or
guess at the effect of the pictures being made but he was proud_’
they were being made. Proud of the industry snd himself (he was
working on.one of the pilctures), He didn't know how long it
would take but he knew it could be done, citing himself es an
oxomple, Until he was 28 yenrs old he was antlsemitle himself,
Not nctive and not vicious, When he firat ceme to New York from
n smoll Nebrasgks town, ne'd nover to his knowledge met » Jew.
There weran't any in his town snd yet the town was antisemitlc.
During a time ﬁe wos out of work In New York, he rosmed around
the city -~ 4in the slums, mlddle class end woalthy areas,
Particularly Iin the 'slums his sntisemitism wes confirmed, He
would see dirty people, fat, sloppy. His simple stapdﬁrd of
judgment was that he wouldn't like to be invited Into these
peoplos! houses to sit et their table., The thought rovolted him.
Thesé wore Jews. In later yesrs, when his perspective had
oheanged, he confessed to himself thst he never knew for certain
whether these "dirty, sloppy people” were Jews. They could have
been anything: Irish, Polish, Hungerians, or what they sctually

wero,lAmericans. His resl hate was for poverty and the dirt and

!
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f1lth that sccompany it. He hated %he wreng things; he hated
the people instead of the conditions that made people that way,
Today he anys, "If the seed of sntisemitism could be removed from

Answer Number Four, Number Four felt that the plectures
being made were e drop in a bucket. No more. To be really
effoctive, a notlonal cempoign of education was necessary,
including the help of motion plectures, newsprpers, radio,
publishers, legislators, congreossmen, senotors, presidents, school
systom and the whole Americen people. That they could sver get
together was an 1des which should be properly patronizod. 'But if
they did, and stayed togsther, the demise of antisemitism could
be estimated aé 8 gertainty in a very short time.

Answor Number Flve, Number Filve applauded the pictures
beling mede., He was not interestod as a professional in the
speclific effect of these pictures =« he knew 1t would be good,

He didn't know how widesprsaed the effect would be, He felt the
violent entisemite would ignore and ectively campaign against the
plotures, He felt that sven certsin people of good will,
unconscious of thelr antisemltic prejudice, ignorent of the full
meaning of antisomitism, would gick on the plectures and try very
hard to find something wrong with them. But all thls was
irrelevant. Whet wss important wans thst the most effective volece
in tho country had the guts to stand up and say antisemitism was
wrong, Not only was 1t education for the people but it waa
education for the profossional, Here was a precedent upon which

to operste, Here wrs m precedent which excites and stimulates the
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profossional to exemine his own work, As a good citizen, he
wanted antisemitism to end, Antisemltism, or any minorlty prejudia
wes the tool of the semi-fasclst and the fascist, something to

use agalnst the country es a whole, and ageinst him and his femily,
It was a machine by which democracy could be liguidated, He was
certein that entisemitism could be ended. He didn't cars how long
1t took, so long as something in a big way was done to combst it.

Angwer Numboer Six, Thls man was sn executive in the
industry. He couldn't determine the effect of the pictures, But
he wos convinced thet thils was a prbper step and ho hoped the
plctures would meke & lot of money, for, he argued, this would
guarantee that many people would see thom. Bub whether money was
made or not wes not of first importance, Whether the pictures were
big sucoessey, moderate successes or miserable failures was not of
firast imﬁortance. The importance was the public service. The
industry occasionelly should make pilctures, he felt, with the
objective of servicing democratic Institutions, He considered
prejudice of any kind antli-democratic, If the pictures fail,
they should be written off and mode svallable to snyone or any
organlzetlon that wented to'dhow them,

Angwer Number -Sevens This mrn wes a vetersn, He
thought 1t was possible to neutraelize sntisemlitlsm and having boen
abroad In Germany heo thought we demn woll better hed. Antisemltls:
in pre~Hitler Germeny was far iess extoensive than 1%t 18 here now,

1e wea spprlled when he osme home from the war at the extent to

i
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which we have continued to underestimate minority prejudice., We
have learned some lessuns from the wer, he thought, but ws have
not learned enough. We have falled to understond that with
existing prejudices against the Jews and the Negroes snd other
minorities, i1t would be simple ~-= g0 very simple == for sn |
Ameriean Fuhrer to vhip this country into a violent and ghastly
hatrod ns & step toward the eventunl destruction of our demoeratic
institutions, In depression, wleh our most conservative
economlets agree ls coming, the soll for demagoguery grows rich
and fertile. The minority becomes the scepegoat and the
scapegont the smokescreen for anti-democratic activity, In this
contoxt, myone who subsecribes to full democrstic practice is
expendable,

Thesgo are soma of tho answors, There wore more, about
twenty in all but there isn't enough space to report them,

On the whole the experiment, however unsclentific 1t
might seem to Mr, Gallup, wes suoccessful., A mejJority approved
the piotures, wore plerged that the subject wes belng asired 1In
frenk terma, agreed that the techniques so far developed for
battling mbtisemitiam ha*a Been ErOVGd miserable fallures,

One opinlon was violent on the subjJect of the frail
intellectual who would snipe end pilck and submit his own anxlety
as proof that theas plotures willl cruse more antlsemitism - -
whose real position when exmmined closely would prevent plctures
on antisemitism from beiﬁg made at all,

Everyone reallized it wna a gigantlic job to neutralilze

it
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antisemitism but that perhaps as a result of thea;'piotures,
activity would be haatened.“ But thoere was no absolute, positiv
guarantee that this would be done. It seemed rather that the
onlﬁ positive guarantee was that nntisemifiam would continue..
This 1s true. Antisemitism will continues. The pictu
when they have been roleaaed'nationally and have completed thei
runs, will certainly have the'efcht of gbating‘somawhat the
virulence of antidemiq;sm. But at beat.the effect 1s temporary

These plctures ere no permanent cure. For a year or perhaps fi

years they will be shown and used, but i the end, they connot bcf'-
counted on to hendle the Job of servicing & nation riddled with

pre judice, There 1s no proof thet any program, legislative or

eduoational; now in work is 1abgé enough in abope to defend'-ﬁf
succesafully our people against prejudice of whatever kind,

Although the poll confirmed our hopes about Croasfire
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it brought to the foreground a new and grave concern, The motion

plcture induatry hes 1ifted the 1id on 8 controversy on a
national scale; it will hardly acerue to 1its credlt to allow
that controversy to be debated or slred superficiallye.

Medicine would not put a highly infectious patient in
a fine hospital bed -and deny,him the use of penicillin, Motion
plctures cannot make two or flve or evon ten fllms &nd ennounce
their responsibility has been discharged, If the induatry
believes, and not simply pays lip service to the Mvtion that
American life guarantees freedom from pre judice, as the pioturp
on antisemitism will say directly or indirectly, then clearly
there is a reaponsibiiity facing the industry.

\%
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That responsibility, very simply, is to implement the
Job nlready started.

In the course of conducting the poll, a number of
gifted people said they were available for use in combating
minorlity prejudice. This wes enough enocouragement to ask other
people aﬁong our actars, directors, producers end writers if
they would be willing to giva their services to making pictures
on antisemlitism end minority prejudice,

No one refused,

They agreed to meske time I1f they were busy. They were
All stimulated by the prospect ond not & few pointed out &
precadent exists, During the wsr, services of crentors were
donated free, No studio in the business made a penny on pletures
produced f or the Army or Navy dﬁring wartime, True, this was a
nationsl orisis, but ss someone pointed out, there is a crisis
anong minoritieé. When any minority 1s ebused, degraded or

deprived of sarning a living, this conatltutes = crisis for the

anntire nation.

The brond program 1s yaet to bs devised. Butbt suppose
1t went something 1lke this:?

The program of b;oturgs would be shorts ~- documentaries
1f you prefor that word -- made by some of the industry'!s finest
eraftemen, Individually, they would desal with one aspect of
anti-minority practics. Thoy would be designed for the consumptio
of 81l age groups, For the very yocung, obviously a cartcon,

For college groups, a more mature snalysis, One pilcturc could

possibly lay low the infamcus "Christ killer" legend. Another
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could treet with antisemitism smong the Negroes, Seaveral could
be devoted to the historicsl amspects of entisemitism. A4nd so on,
until the whole body of entisemitism i3 exposed.

These plotures would be made with the asslatance of
experts -« paychologlsts, soclal workers, effective fighters
against race and minority prejudice.

They would be made aveilable free of charge to anyono
who requested them. To soclal orgenlzations, to school systems,
to labor orgmizations, to colléges, to motion pleture exhibitoru€
etc., otc, |

Twenlty shorts would bs enough to start the pfogram,
enough to service the counkry for flve yoars, ssy. A production
- expert figures, with ssrvices donated by those who con afford 1t,’
the pictures should cost less than $10,000 apiecos My very poor |
orithmetlc makes the price per day for five years about one hundre
dollars per day.

If this Job is done, 1f these ploturos are mnde, the
nétion will be given the machinery by which a large scole
operation cen be instituted., Everyone applsuds the yearly
campaigns of good will ¢rganizations to combat prejudice; bub
these good will orgaﬂiﬁhtionﬁ do not have enough weapons, One
woek, every year, is not encugh time to devote to the destruction
of prejudice. Doctors would go mad If they were permitted to
work only one week on the curs for polio or ocancer, We would stil
have syphilis if Ehrilich nsslgned one week a yeer to find his
specific. Itts & full-time Jobe To destroy a mass prejudlcs,

a mass instrument is necessary. A motion picture progrem ls the

start. But a big start,

1S
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Clearly, we heve the facliities in this country

demcoratically moblliged to work effectively for the desbtruotion

of antlisemitism or any minorlty prejudice, Tragedy will befall

us 1f ns a result of the program spontaneously combusting nothing

18 done to follow it ups The time will be rips A few months

henoce for action. A certaln conditioning in public thinking will

heve teken plrce., The challenge. of rction will then foce us.

Some of my worst frlends are those who ignore or

refuse to acocept this ohnllenge;

-
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Adrian Scott, typescript of "Some of My Worst Friends," summer 1947.
Courtesy Adrian Scott Papers, American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming-Laramie.



