
A
fter steadfastly serving at her
pioneer post in To kyo, Ja p a n ,
since the beginning of the Te n

Year Crusade (1953), Barbara
Rutledge Sims ascended to the Abhá
Kingdom on 24 April 2002, at the
age of 84. At that time she was the
N ational Bahá’í Archivist and had
just published her personal memoir,
In the Light of the Rising Sun: Memoirs
of A Bahá’í Pioneer to Jap a n .

The Unive rsal House of Ju s t i c e
wrote the fo l l owing tribute to the
N ational Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahá’ís of Ja p a n :

“ We were deep ly distressed to
l e a rn of the passing of dearly - l ove d
B a r b a ra Rutledge Sims, whose devo t-
ed services to the Cause over a period
of more than five decades will long
be remembered. The distinguished
record of her many contributions to
the development of the Ja p a n e s e
Bahá’í community since her arr i val in
1953 can well be a source of inspira-
tion to the friends in Ja p a n .

“Among its outstanding feat u r e s
was her membership of the Nat i o n a l
Spiritual Assembly of North East
Asia, and subsequently that of Ja p a n ,
for a total of 36 ye a rs, including an
ex t e n s i ve period of service as
S e c r e t a ry. She authored seve ra l
books setting out the history of the
Faith in Japan, Macau, Korea and
Taiwan, culminating in the publ i c a-
tion of her memoirs early in 2002.
She was well known for her devo t i o n
to the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh and her
u n swe rving commitment to the pro-
motion of its interests.

“ K i n d ly convey to her family and
friends our condolences and the
a s s u rance of our praye rs in the Holy
Shrines for the progress of her lumi-
nous soul in the worlds beyond. Yo u
are advised to hold memorial gat h e r-

ings in her name in your principal
Bahá’í Centres.  —The Unive rs a l
House of Ju s t i c e. ”

M rs. Sims’s books on the history
of the Faith in Asia are widely read
and have been placed on the Wo r l d
Wide Web at <www. b a h a i -
l i b ra ry.org/east-asia>, where they
are among the most dow n l o a d e d
m aterial on this site. 

When no funds were ava i l abl e, she
p u blished the books at her ow n
expense after approval by the
N ational Spiritual Assembly of Ja p a n ,
then donated copies to the countries
discussed. 

In addition to her personal mem-
o i r, her publ i c ations include: H i s t o ry
of the Bahá’í Faith in Ja p a n
1 9 1 4 – 1 9 3 8 by Agnes R. Alex a n d e r
(edited by Barbara Sims; Bahá’í
P u blishing Trust of Japan, 1977);
Traces that Remain: A Pictorial History
of the Early Days of the Bahá'í Fa i t h
among the Jap a n e s e (Bahá’í Publ i s h i n g
T rust of Japan, 1989); The Macau
Bahá’í Community in the Early Ye a rs.
( To kyo, 1991); Japan Will Tu rn
A blaze: Tablets of ‘A b d u ’l-Bahá, Letters
of Shoghi Effendi, and the Univ e rs a l
House of Ju s t i c e, and Historical Notes
about Jap a n (compiler; Bahá’í
P u blishing Trust of Japan, 1992); Th e
Taiwan Bahá’í Chro n i cle: A Historical
R e c o rd of the Early Days of the Bahá’í
Faith in Ta i w a n (Bahá’í Publ i s h i n g
T rust of Taiwan, 1994); S e l e c t e d
C o m m u n i c ations from the Univ e rs a l
House of Justice Concerning the Nort h
East Asian Area Including Jap a n ( c o m-
piler; Bahá’í Publishing Trust of
Japan, 1994); Raising the Banner in
Ko rea: An Early Bahá’í History
( To kyo, 1996); and U n f u rling the
D ivine Fl ag in To kyo: An Early Bahá’í
H i s t o ry (Bahá’í Publishing Trust of
Japan, 1998).

4 ABS Bulletin 82

M rs. Sims was also an active sup-
p o rter of the Associations for Bahá’í
Studies and presented papers at con-
ferences in both Japan and Nort h
A m e r i c a .

She gave three presentations at
the annual conferences of the
A s s o c i ation for Bahá’í Studies–Nort h
America. In 1995 (San Francisco) she
s p o ke on “Hand of the Cause, Miss
Agnes Alexander (1875-1971)” and
in 1996 (Edmonton) on “Early Ainu
B e l i eve rs of Japan.” 

In 1997 (Washington, D. C.) she
p a rt i c i p ated in a special colloquium
consisting of two panels discussing
the Spiritual Axis in Asia/Pa c i f i c,
presenting on “The Significance of
the Spiritual Axis and the
D evelopment of the Bahá’í Faith in
the Asia-Pacific Region.” This paper
was her final presentation.

During a visit to Japan, Hand of
the Cause Rúh. íyyih K hánum, who
f r e q u e n t ly corresponded with Mrs.
Sims and gave her little gifts, joke d
l ov i n g ly about Mrs. Sims’s steadfast-
ness: “Barbara is just like Mount
F u j i — a lw ays here!” she said.

Although no longer with us phy s i-
c a l ly, her spirit will continue to
inspire us through her many contri-
butions to Bahá’í scholarship in
A s i a / Pa c i f i c. 

— S a n d ra Sims Fo t o s

Barbara Sims made contributions to
Bahá’í Scholarship in Asia, Pacific
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