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Introduction

 1. Rosanna Williams of Tatemville and Ophelia Baker of Sandfly, in Georgia Writers 

Project, Drums and Shadows, 71, 91. 

 2. Michael Gomez, Exchanging Our Country Marks, 42.

 3. Karen Christensen and David Levinson, eds., Encyclopedia of Community, 228.

 4. Georgia Gazette, April 13, 1768, John Stirk; Georgia Gazette, July 13, 1774, James Read; 

and Georgia Gazette, March 29, 1775, James Mossman, in Lathan Windley, Runaway Slave 

Advertisements, 29, 53, 62; see entries for Georgia in The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Voyages 

Database, accessible at www.slavevoyages.org; Maria Diedrich, Henry Louis Gates Jr., and 

Carl Pederson, eds., Black Imagination and the Middle Passage, 5–10; see also John Thornton, 

Africa and Africans.

 5. Georgia Gazette, July 13, 1774, James Read, in Windley, Runaway Slave Advertise-

ments, 53; Elizabeth Donnan, Documents Illustrative of the History of the Slave Trade, vol. 4, 

612–63; Lempster, James, Peter, Fanny, and Silvia, mentioned later in the introduction, suc-

cessfully ran away from James Read’s plantation. See entries for Georgia in The Trans-Atlantic 

Slave Trade Voyages Database, accessible at www.slavevoyages.org.

 6. Inward Slave Manifests, Savannah, Bureau of Customs, RG 36, National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA); Donnan, Documents, vol. 4, 612–63. Donnan provides re-

gional documentation that includes listings of slave vessels, merchant or agent’s name, owner 

of vessel, and where the vessel was built. Shipbuilding emerged as a significant industry in 

Savannah with West Indian linkages. See also Julia Floyd Smith, Slavery and Rice, chap. 1–2.

 7. Inward Slave Manifests, Savannah, Bureau of Customs, RG 36, NARA; Donnan, 

Documents, vol. 4, 612–63. 

 8. Donnan, Documents, vol. 4, 612–63. 

 9. Inward Slave Manifests, Savannah, Bureau of Customs, RG 36, NARA; Donnan, 

Documents, vol. 4, 612–63; see entries for Georgia in The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Voyages 

Database, accessible at www.slavevoyages.org.

 10. Savannah Georgia Gazette, November 19, 1766.

 11. Georgia Gazette, March 7, 1765, Elizabeth Anderson, in Windley, Runaway Slave Ad-

vertisements, 10.

 12. Anthony Balcomb, “The Power of Narrative: Constituting Reality through Story-

telling,” in Memory, Orality, and the Past, 49–53; Forrest D. Colburn, Everyday Forms of 

Resistance, 27–29; William F. Andrews, To Tell a Free Story; Frances Smith Foster, Witnessing 
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Slavery; Dwight N. Hopkins and George C. L. Cummings, Cut Loose Your Stammering 

Tongue. 

 13. Georgia Gazette, December 10, 1789, David Leion [sic]. Ben and Nancy were twenty-

five years old; Nancy was blind in her right eye. See the case of Betty in the Georgia Gazette, 

December 22, 1788, Benjamin Gobert; the case of Patra, Mary, and Judy in the Georgia 

Gazette, January 29, 1789, J. M. Delarocque; and the case of Patty and Daniel in the Georgia 

Gazette, May 21, 1789, Peter Henry Morel, in Windley, Runaway Slave Advertisements, 161–62, 

172.

 14. Georgia Gazette, May 21, 1789, Peter Henry Morel, in Windley, Runaway Slave Adver-

tisements, 166.

 15. Michael Mullin, Africa in America, 290. 

 16. Inward Slave Manifests, Savannah, Bureau of Customs, RG 36, NAB, Washington 

D.C.; Donnan, Documents, 612–63; Lorenzo Dow Turner, Africanisms in the Gullah Dialect; 

Ambrose Gonzalez, Black Border; Albert H. Stoddard, “Origin, Dialect, Beliefs.” 

 17. Mary Frances Berry, Black Resistance, White Law, xi; Colburn, Everyday Forms of 

Resistance, 27–29.

 18. Ira Berlin, “Time, Space, and the Evolution of Afro-American Society; Barbara 

Jeanne Fields, Slavery and Freedom.

 19. Peter J. Parish, Slavery, 1–3.

 20. David Williams, I Freed Myself, 9.

 21. Eric Foner, The Story of American Freedom; Eric Foner, Reconstruction.

 22. John David Smith, When Did Southern Segregation Begin?, 4.

 23. Steven Hahn, A Nation under Our Feet; Donald Grant, The Way It Was in the South. 

 24. Government Records and Documents: Record Group 105, Records of the Bureau of 

Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.

 25. See Dylan Penningroth, The Claims of Kinfolk.

Chapter 1: The Slave’s Dream

 1. Chris J. Magoc, So Glorious a Landscape, 54.

 2. Toni Morrison, Beloved.

 3. Gervase Phillips, “Slave Resistance in the Antebellum South.”

 4. William Dusinberre, Them Dark Days 460–61; Daniel Heyward, Seed From Madagas-

car, 19–36; Douglas C. Wilms, “The Development of Rice Culture in 18th Century Georgia,” 

53. The scholarship on slavery has had multiple revisions and reinterpretations since the 

publication of Ulrich B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (1936). Phillips believed that race 

determined behavior and that slaves were childlike, lazy, and happy with their enslavement. 

According to Phillips, resistance was insignificant. Herbert Aptheker, American Negro Slave 

Revolts (1943); Kenneth Stampp, The Peculiar Institution (1956); and John Blassingame, The 

Slave Community (1972) established definitive opposing paradigms to Phillips’s interpretation 

of slavery. See also Herbert Gutman, The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom; Thomas L. 

Webber, Deep Like the Rivers; George P. Rawick, From Sundown to Sunup; and Charles Joyner, 

Down by the Riverside. A recent study that has placed the economic interests of enslaved  

African Americans above community and cultural interests has diminished the impact of 

slavery and American institutional oppression on postwar economic advancement. See 

Dylan Penningroth, The Claims of Kinfolk, which argues that African American economic 
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interests under girded social relationships and social claims to property. See also Richard V. 

Burks, “A Conception of Ideology for Historians,” and Sterling Stuckey, Slave Culture, chapter 

one.

 5. Heyward, Seed From Madagascar, 19–36; Wilms, “Development of Rice Culture,” 53. 

 6. Gwen McKee, ed., A Guide to the Georgia Coast; Kenneth K. Krakow, Georgia Place 

Names, 120, 199–200. 

 7. McKee, ed., A Guide to the Georgia Coast; Karen Christensen and David Levinson, 

eds., Encyclopedia of Community, vol. 4, 1473.

 8. United States Population Census, 1790.

 9. Records of the Chatham County Superior Court (RCCSC), Deed Book 4F, Arthur 

Heyward, 157.

 10. Ibid.

 11. Account Book of Stephen Habersham, Grove Plantation Near Savannah, June 1858–

July 11, 1864, M432, roll 89, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.

 12. Francis H. MacLeod Estate, File 398, 1864, Records of the Chatham County Probate 

Court (RCCPC), Savannah, Georgia.

 13. RCCSC, Deed Book 3X, John Cheves, 199–200. 

 14. Ibid.

 15. Ibid.

 16. S.G. McLendon, History of the Public Domain of Georgia, 40–43; U.S. Bureau of the 

Census, Statistics of Population (Washington, D.C., 1870), Table 1.

 17. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistics of Population (Washington, D.C., 1870), Table 1.

 18. Ibid.

 19. Malcolm Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 106–25.

 20. John Solomon Otto, “Slavery in a Coastal Community,” 462; Mart A. Stewart, “What 

Nature Suffers to Groe,” 31–33.

 21. Records of the Glynn County Courthouse (RGCC), DB 10, 142–51, October 1, 1774; 

Stephen Berry, “More Alluring at a Distance”; Otto, “Slavery in a Coastal Community,” 

461–64; George Alexander Heard, “St. Simon’s Island during the War between the States”; 

Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 106–7; W. W. Hazzard, St. Simon’s Island Georgia, Brunswick, and 

Vicinity. St. Simons Island lies eighteen miles east of Brunswick, Georgia, and is approxi-

mately thirteen miles long and two miles wide. Jekyll Island lies south of St. Simons, is ten 

miles long, and consists of 11,000 acres.

 22. RGCC, DB ABEF, 366ff; Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 107; William Dusinberre, Them 

Dark Days, chapter 7.

 23. RGCC, DB 10, 142–51, October 1, 1774; Berry, “More Alluring at a Distance”; Otto, 

“Slavery in a Coastal Community,” 461–64; Heard, “St. Simon’s Island during the War be-

tween the States”; Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 106–7; Hazzard, St. Simon’s Island Georgia, 

Brunswick, and Vicinity. 

 24. RGCC, DB ABEF, 366ff; Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 107; William Dusinberre, Them 

Dark Days, chapter 7.

 25. Albert V. House, ed., Planter Management, 57; see also Sam B. Hilliard, “Antebellum 

Tidewater Rice Culture in South Carolina and Georgia,” 97–104.

 26. House, Planter Management, 57.

 27. Darien Gazette, June 29, 1824.
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 28. John P. Legare, “An Account of an Agricultural Excursion into Southern Georgia.”

 29. Julia Floyd Smith, Slavery and Rice Culture, chapter 1.

 30. Mary R. Bullard, Robert Stafford of Cumberland Island; John E. Ehrenhard and Mary 

R. Bullard, Stafford Plantation.

 31. Paul Rabinow, ed., The Foucault Reader.

 32. Inward Slave Manifests, Savannah, Records of the Customs Bureau, RG 36, National 

Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Melville Herskovits, The Myth of the Negro 

Past, chapter 2; Lorenzo Dow Turner, Africanisms in the Gullah Dialect; see also Roswell King 

to Pierce Butler, May 13, 1803, Butler Family Papers, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which 

references the purchase of Ibo and Angola slaves from the Savannah firm Mein and Mackay. 

 33. Anthony Balcomb, “The Power of Narrative,” 49–53. Narratives have been central to 

the study of slavery. See, for example, William F. Andrews, To Tell a Free Story; Frances Smith 

Foster, Witnessing Slavery; and Dwight N. Hopkins and George C. L. Cummings, Cut Loose 

Your Stammering Tongue. During the early twentieth century, historians did not regard slave 

narratives as proper historical sources for the study of slavery. The first systematic publica-

tion of slave narratives occurred during World War 2. The two principal collections of slave 

narratives are Benjamin Botkin ed., Lay My Burden Down, and the Fisk collection, Unwritten 

History of Slavery. The perspective of the enslaved remained absent from the historiography 

of slavery until the appearance of Blassingame’s The Slave Community in 1972.

 34. Philip D. Morgan, “Work and Culture”; Thomas F. Armstrong, “From Task Labor to 

Free Labor.”

 35. Account Book of Stephen Habersham, Grove Plantation near Savannah, June 1858–

July 11, 1864, M432, roll 89, Georgia Historical Society (hereafter cited as GHS), Savannah, 

Georgia; Frances A. Kemble and Frances A. Butler Leigh, Principles and Privilege, 245–61; 

Dusinberre, Them Dark Days, 235, 238, 242, 246; Leslie Owens, This Specie of Property, 21. For 

a discussion of enslaved African American children, see Wilma King, Stolen Childhood, and 

Marie Jenkins Schwarz, Born in Bondage. 

 36. Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and Shadows, 32, 169, 175–77, 184. See also Lawrence 

Levine, Black Culture and Black Consciousness.

 37. Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and Shadows, 32, 169, 175–77, 184.

 38. George P. Rawick, The American Slave, 179; Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and 

Shadows, 79, 81, 99, 185; William Mein to Pierce Butler, May 24, 1803, Butler Family Papers, 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania; Bell, Major Butler’s Legacy, 132; Robert Hayden, “Middle 

Passage.”

 39. Kemble and Leigh, Principles and Privilege, 238–62. Kemble describes Sophy as 

“pretty with a refined face”; Sophy was the wife of the driver, Morris, (239–40). Pierce Butler 

to Roswell King Jr., March 17, 1839. Roswell King Jr. to Pierce Butler, March 23, 1839, Butler 

Family Papers, Historical Society of Pennsylvania; William Dusinberre, Them Dark Days, 

248–49. For a discussion of enslaved women’s response to sexual exploitation, see Melton A. 

McLaurin, Celia, a Slave; Linda Brent, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.

 40. Brent, Incidents; Catherine Clinton, “‘Southern Dishonor,’” 52; Hélène Lecaudey, “Be-

hind the Mask,” 262. See also Thelma Jennings, “‘Us Colored Women Had to Go Through a 

Plenty’”; Stephanie M. H. Camp, “The Pleasures of Resistance.”

 41. Roswell King to Pierce Butler, February 12 and 26, 1815, Butler Family Papers, Histori-

cal Society of Pennsylvania; John Hope Franklin and Loren Schweninger, Runaway Slaves, 
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42–43; Mary Frances Berry, Black Resistance, chapters 4–5; Cornelia Walker Bailey, God, Dr. 

Buzzard, and the Bolito Man, 135. For a discussion of the migration of black Seminoles to 

the Bahamas following the first Seminole War, see Rosalyn Howard, Black Seminoles in the 

Bahamas.

 42. J. Lorand Matory, “The Illusion of Isolation.”

 43. Rev. C. C. Jones to Mr. Charles C. Jones Jr., Montevideo, Monday, November 17, 1856, 

and Mr. Charles C. Jones Jr. to Mrs. Mary Jones, in Robert Manson Myers, Children of Pride, 

263–64, 266; Account Book of Stephen Habersham, Grove Plantation Near Savannah, June 

1858–July 11, 1864, M432, roll 89, GHS.

 44. James Postell, Kelvin Grove Plantation Book, 1853, Margaret Davis Cate Collection, 

Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries. Nanny, age 

forty-five, appeared on the list as a three-quarter hand. Jane and Sarah were in their twenties; 

Hester was nineteen; Hamit’s age was unknown. According to Ralph Flanders, ginning was 

more challenging than fieldwork or picking cotton. Ginning exposed slaves to dust and lint 

for several hours. Ralph Flanders, Plantation Slavery in Georgia, 85; Daina L. Ramey, “She Do 

a Heap of Work.”

 45. Loren Schweninger, Black Property Owners in the South, 30; Dylan Penningroth, 

“Slavery, Freedom, and Social Claims to Property”; Betty Wood, Women’s Work, Men’s Work; 

Morgan, “Work and Culture,” 565–66; Philip D. Morgan, “The Ownership of Property by 

Slaves in the Mid-Nineteenth-Century Low Country,” 399–401; Arnold to Dr. Heber Chase, 

October 13, 1836, in Richard H. Shryock, ed., Letters to Richard D. Arnold, 13.

 46. Frank W. Klingberg, The Southern Claims Commission, 65–72.

 47. Penningroth, Claims of Kinfolk, 90–91. 

 48. Wilson Moses, The Golden Age of Black Nationalism, 14; Deborah Gray White, Ar’n’t 

I a Woman?, 25.

 49. Sandy Austin, Claim No. 20636, Southern Claims Commission (SCC), “Approved 

Claims,” Liberty County, Georgia, M1658, Records of the Accounting Officers of the Depart-

ment of the Treasury, RG 217, NARA. Austin asserted, “I am 70 years of age. I live on Joseph 

LeCont’s plantation. I am a regular Farmer. I lived from the 1st of April 1861 to the 1st of June 

1865 right where I live now. I was born on the plantation that I now live on. At the beginning 

of the rebellion, I was a slave and made free by the Yankee army, when they came to our relief. 

I continued right on farming on my old master’s land and gave him one-third of all that I 

raised, I worked when a slave for my master by the task in that way I saved time to work for 

myself. I commenced raising poultry and hogs first and for many years before I bought the 

mare. I bought the mare when a colt about 15 years before the raid. I raised other mare which 

the Yankee took from me from the march. I got my hogs and poultry in the same year and 

by raising and selling the increase.”

 50. Sambo Jefferson, Claim No. 17020, SCC, “Approved Claims,” Chatham County, 

Georgia, M1658, RG 217, NARA. According to Jefferson, he had enough rails to fence five 

acres—split pine, middling size. They had been in use two or three years; the fence was ten 

rails high. Sherman used these rails for campfires. Jefferson asserted that these fence rails 

belonged to him; “that was one of the conditions of the lease that I should fence the land.” 

All the other property was of his own raising. See also, Samuel Elliott, Claim No. 21448, “Ap-

proved Claims,” Liberty County, Georgia, M1658, RG 217, NARA. Elliott’s property included 

15 stock hogs, 7 cattle, 210 pounds clean rice, 30 ducks, and a wagon and harness. See, Ira 
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Berlin et al., Freedom: A Documentary History . . . , series 1, vol. 1, The Destruction of Slavery, 

149–50.

 51. Betty Wood, Women’s Work, Men’s Work, 51. James Anderson, Claim No. 18546, SCC, 

“Approved Claims,” Liberty County, Georgia, M1658, RG 217, NARA. Anderson claimed $248 

in property. Testimony of John Crawford, Testimony of Clarinda Lowe, James Anderson, 

Claim No. 18546, SCC, “Approved Claims,” Liberty County, Georgia, M1658, RG 217, NARA; 

Richard LeCounte, Claim No. 20672, SCC, “Approved Claims,” Liberty County, Georgia, 

M1658, RG 217, NARA. Richard claimed $137 in property, which included cattle, hogs, corn, 

rice, and potatoes.

 52. Adam LeCounte, Claim No. 18545, Liberty County, SCC, 1877–1883, RG 217, NARA.: 

“I worked 30 or 40 years by the task. I got this horse about a month before the Yankees came. 

Hercules LeCounte, Claim No. 20667, Liberty County, SCC, RG 217. Joshua LeCounte, Claim 

No. 20675: “I bought it selling rice, poultry, and hogs.” Hercules LeCounte was a slave of John 

LeCounte. He worked for himself after the task was done. He was seventy years old at the 

time of his deposition. He had owned property for many years. Hercules claimed property 

valued at $310, which included cows, pigs, fowl, rice, corn, potatoes, a mare, and clothing. 

Joshua LeCounte was a slave in Liberty County. He was fifty years old at the time of deposi-

tion on July 26, 1874. He was a farmer who resided on LeCounte’s plantation. His property 

included a mare, fowl, ducks, and rice. His claim totaled $172.

 53. White, Ar’n’t I a Woman?, 24–25.

 54. Steven Hahn, A Nation under Our Feet, 38–39; Will of William Page, February 6, 1827, 

Margaret Davis Cate Collection, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.

 55. Linda Roberts, Claim No. 21467, Charles C. Jones Jr. to William Paine, August 19, 

1876, William Wiseham Paine Papers, GHS; Betty Wood, Women’s Work, Men’s Work, 85–88.

 56. Rachel Norman, Claim No. 21416, Liberty County, SCC, Settled Claims, 1877–1883, 

RG 217, NARA. The property was removed to camp at Midway church and used by the army 

stationed there on December 20, 1864. Rachel was fifty years old at the time of her deposition.

 57. Moses Stikes and Binah Butler, Claim No. 17563, Chatham County, SCC, Settled 

Claims 1877–1883, RG 217, NARA.

 58. Ibid. SCC, Approved Claims 1871–1880, Georgia, M1658, Records of the Accounting 

Officers of the Department of the Treasury, Record Group 217 (Washington, D.C.: National 

Archives and Records Administration, 1992), 5–18.

 59. Michael Gomez makes a very cogent argument for viewing the history of Africans 

along the South Carolina-Georgia continuum as more complicated than previously under-

stood. According to Gomez, study can no longer be limited to the Gullah language and 

handicrafts. See Gomez, Exchanging Our Country Marks and Gomez, Black Crescent. In clear 

defiance of the 1808 ban on the slave trade, American ships continued to import slaves with 

impunity. In 1841 the United States dispatched a naval unit, the U.S. African Squadron, to 

patrol the west coast of Africa. One of the main tasks of the squadron was to enforce the anti-

slaving laws by apprehending American slave vessels. From 1841 to 1863, fifty American ships 

were taken into custody for slaving. Only one officer ever served a prison term commensu-

rate with the sentence prescribed by law. The extensive antislaving legislation and the efforts 

of the African Squadron were circumvented by the lenient sentencing of U.S. courts. In spite 

of consistent overwhelming evidence of guilt, the majority of ship officers brought to trial 

were exonerated of criminal charges. The failure of the courts to adequately punish flagrant 
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lawbreakers allowed the continuation of American participation in the illegal transatlantic 

slave trade. Robert Vinson, “The Law as Law-Breaker”; W. E. B. DuBois, The Suppression of 

the African Slave Trade, Appendix D. 

 60. Will Coleman, “‘Coming through ’Ligion,’” 66–67.

 61. Allen D. Austin, African Muslims in Antebellum America, 321; Michael A. Gomez, 

“Muslims in Early America,” 696; Lydia Parrish, Slave Songs of the Georgia Sea Islands, 24. 

For an excellent study of Gullah’s linkages with the Caribbean, see Frederic G. Cassidy, “The 

Place of Gullah”; Ian F. Hancock, “Gullah and Barbadian”; and John P. Thomas Jr., “The 

Barbadians in Early South Carolina.” See also Turner’s classic study Africanisms in the Gullah 

Dialect; Ambrose Gonzales, Black Border; and Albert H. Stoddard, “Origin, Dialect, Beliefs, 

and Characteristics of the Negroes of the South Carolina and Georgia Coasts.”

 62. See Robert Farris Thompson, Flash of the Spirit; Mechal Sobel, Trabelin’ On; Herskov-

its, Myth of the Negro Past; Albert Raboteau, Slave Religion. 

 63. Lucy to Charles C. Jones, December 30, 1850, in John W. Blassingame, ed., Slave 

Testimony, 90–91; Andrew to Rev. Charles C. Jones, September 10, 1852, Maybank, in Robert 

Starobin, ed., Blacks in Bondage, 52. Andrew’s daughter, Dinah, joined the Baptist church 

established for slaves at Sunbury.

 64. Moses Roper to Thomas Price, London, June 27, 1836, in Blassingame, ed., Slave Tes-

timony, 23.

 65. Liberator, February 4, 1837; Blassingame, ed., Slave Testimony, 124–25.

 66. John Mbiti, Introduction to African Religion.

 67. Gomez, “Muslims in Early America,” 696; Gomez, Black Crescent, 143–84; Gomez, 

Exchanging Our Country Marks, 59–87.

 68. Ivor Wilks, “Salih Bilali of Massina,” p. 145 in Philip D. Curtin, ed., Africa Remem-

bered; Austin, African Muslims; Gomez, “Muslims in Early America,” 692; Gomez, Black 

Crescent, 143–84; Gomez, Exchanging Our Country Marks, 59–87. By 1800 West Africa had 

undergone significant changes caused by the transatlantic slave trade. These changes can be 

analyzed in four phases: 1) the emergence of British West African settlements, 1787–1865; 

2) French colonial activity in West Africa; 3) Islamic revolutions in the western and central 

Sudan, which led to the emergence of the Fulani Empire (1795–1809) and the disintegration 

of the Alafin of Oyo in 1817; and 4) Ashanti expansion caused by their invasion of the coastal 

states along the Gold Coast, 1824.

 69. Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and Shadows, 178–83; Gomez, “Muslims in Early 

America,” 697; Annette I. Kashif, “Africanisms upon the Land,” 21. Ben Sullivan’s father’s 

name was Belali, a direct indication of Salih Bilali’s desire to pass on his Islamic identity; 

Stuckey, Slave Culture, chapter four.

 70. Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and Shadows, 178–79; Gomez, “Muslims in Early 

America,” 697. Daphne had a light complexion and wore one ring in his ear, Sullivan be-

lieved, as a talisman. Salih Bilali, while claiming to possess a Qur’an, could not write Arabic 

coherently.

 71. Georgia Writer’s Project, Drums and Shadows, 178–79. 

 72. Ibid. Okra resided on the Couper plantation, the same plantation as Salih Bilali. 

According to Sullivan, he built a twelve-by-fourteen-foot home with a flat roof made from 

bush and palmetto. Couper made him pull it down. Leland Ferguson, Uncommon Ground, 

75; Gomez, Black Crescent, 154.
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 73. Austin, African Muslims, 268; Gomez, “Muslims in Early America,” 699; Joseph H. 

Greenberg, “The Decipherment of the ‘Ben-Ali Diary’ a Preliminary Statement.” Thomas 

Astley, in vol. 2 of his Collection of Voyages and Travels (1745), gives extracts from various 

explorers. Their abstracts of Islamic practices in Senegal and the Gambia region provide 

insights into the practices of slaves on Sapelo Island. Francis Moore, in his travels, stated that 

the Fuli “are much like the Arabs, whose language is taught in their schools. . . . They are 

generally more skilled in the Arabic than the Europeans in Latin; for most of them speak it, 

though they have a vulgar tongue of their own, called Fuli. . . . Their humanity extends to all, 

but they are doubly kind to their own race.” Another traveler stated, “At Day-break, Noon, 

and at Sunset” they say their prayers.”

 74. Gomez, “Muslims in Early America,” 699. Bailey, God, Dr. Buzzard, and the Bolito 

Man, chapter thirteen; Parrish, Slave Songs, 26–27; Mae Ruth Green, “Sapelo Island Families,” 

Liberty Bell Family No. 102, B29, Department of Natural Resources, Real Estate Division, 

Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgia. This genealogy source book 

is over five hundred pages long and contains detailed biographical sketches and descendant 

charts for forty-four first-generation families brought to Sapelo during the early nineteenth 

century. The author received a copy of this book from Carolyn Douse, executive director of 

the Sapelo Island Cultural and Revitalization Society (SICARS), in 2001. Carolyn Douse is the 

granddaughter of Katie Brown. Terry Alford writes that Muslim slaves were used as “drivers, 

overseers, and confidential servants with a frequency their numbers did not justify.” Terry Al-

ford, Prince among Slaves, 56. Also, despite their religious resistance to enslavement, both Ben 

Ali and Salih Bilali were placed in positions of high authority and jointly used that authority 

to quell a slave insurrection during the War of 1812. See Alford, Prince Among Slaves, 56; Go-

mez, “Muslims in Early America,” 700; Georgia Bryan Conrad, Reminiscences of a Southern 

Woman, 13. According to Bryan, Ben Ali and his family spoke English with the Spaldings, 

but spoke a different tongue among themselves. See Ruth Mae Green, “Sapelo Island Fami-

lies,” Genealogical Source Book, Carolina Underwood, Family No. 136, Georgia Department 

of Archives and History, Atlanta, Georgia, copy provided by Dr. Carolyn Douse, SICARS, 

Sapelo Island, Georgia. The grandchildren of Carolina and Hannah Underwood, interviewed 

in 1938 by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), recalled how both continued to speak 

their “funny talk,” or native tongue, which their descendants could not understand.

 75. Gomez, “Muslims in Early America,” 699–700; Gomez, Black Crescent, 155; Parrish, 

Slave Songs, 22, 25–28, 28n21; Georgia Writers’ Project, Drums and Shadows, 159–61. In addi-

tion to religious observances, Bilali apparently adhered to Islamic prescriptions on marriage. 

Brown remarked, “Magret she say Phoebe he wife, but maybe he hab more one wife. I spects 

des bery possible”; Austin, African Muslims, 265–68. Ethnic and religious differences were 

recounted by both Ben Sullivan and Cornelia Bailey. See Georgia Writers’ Project, Drums and 

Shadows, 180–81; Bailey, God, Dr. Buzzard, and the Bolito Man, chapter thirteen. According 

to Bailey, Ben Ali kept his distance from others because he “did not like mixing”; Muslims 

and non-Muslims tended to keep to themselves; however, they “got along” and could work 

with others for specific purposes or special occasions. Conrad, Reminiscences of a Southern 

Woman, 13. Ben Ali wore a cap that resembled a Turkish fez and kept himself aloof.

 76. Georgia Writers’ Project, Drums and Shadows, 180–81. 

 77. Ibid.

 78. Georgia Writers’ Project, Drums and Shadows, 91, 127, 165–66. Naming practices also 

indicated pride in an Islamic heritage. Shad Hall’s grandmother Hestuh bore a son called 
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Belali Smith, who in turn was the grandfather of Phoebe Gilbert, also a Sapelo resident. 

Drum beatings served as an important communication device. According to the intergen-

erational narratives of Josephine Stevens, Madam Truth, and several other coastal Georgians, 
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